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PREPARATION OF ABSTRACTS

An abstract appears at the beginning of a thesis. It is preferably short, no more than
300 words, and acts as a summary of all the essential information contained in the thesis.
It should enable the reader to gain a general view of the contents, and briefly sum up the
principal arguments and conclusions (it should not be confused with the introduction,
which leads readers into the topic).

Abstract

The thesis is a study of the shiphandling performance standards of mariners,
comparing the results obtained by traditional methods of examination with those
achieved through the medium of the shiphandling simulator.

A brief look is taken at present methods of evaluating competence in the marine
field, and at the historical developments behind them. The definition of competence
and the role of the captain and the watchkeeper on the bridge are examined, taking
into account manning and technological changes that have taken place.

The growth and development of shiphandling simulators and their inherent
limitations as training and assessment tools are investigated. Simulation training
philosophies developed by a number of maritime nations are explored with a view to
ascertaining the manner in which the simulator can best be used to assess practical,
critical skills of mariners. Particular reference is made to developments in Australia.

The range of skills that seafarers can be trained and assessed in on the ship simulator
at master and watchkeeper level, and the methods used to measure performance are
established, together with the restraints imposed. Several groups of mariners were
subjected to a programme of assessment exercises at three simulation centers and the
results recorded. Performance was not scored, but was assessed for its seamanlike
fidelity.

Additionally, all mariners participated in an oral examination which paralleled the
simulator assessment, and responses were noted for comparison. The results were
collected and evaluated for performance, in relation to level of simulator training
and sea-going experience.

The concluding chapters examine the results of the assessment programme, and
discuss the potential use of the simulator for both training and as a means of
determining the competence of mariners. A number of recommendations are made
concerning the need for further investigation in the subject.
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PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is theft. Plagiarism is taking the work of someone else and using it as though it
is one's own. As well as being a serious breach of ethics, plagiarism is against international
law. It may also lead to a student failing to be awarded his degree.

In your thesis, you must acknowledge the ideas, opinions and theories of other writers, as
well as facts and data. Whether you use the work of others in the form of a direct
quotation or by rewriting it in your own words, you must credit them. By giving full and
proper credits in your text reference and bibliography, you are also enhancing your own
work by demonstrating the range and depth of your research. You are also enhancing
future readers of your thesis to carry on your own research so that you, in turn, will receive

citations.

To avoid plagiarism, make sure you follow these guidelines:

e Make sure that all direct quotations from the work of others are in quotation marks or
indented and are acknowledged by a clear reference to the author and the work.

e Make sure that all material that you have re-written in your own words is credited to
the originator, and that it is easy to identify the source of all the facts and opinions that
you are using.

e Make sure that all sources you have used are fully documented in your bibliography, as

well as carrying identifying references in the main body of the text.
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