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Press release
ENGLISH & ARABIC

UNESCO Regional Office in Cairo
Arab Academy of Science, Technology and Maritime Transport (AASTMT)

2024 Edition of the United Nations International Day of Women and Girls in Science:
Arab Women in Science Platform Launch in Alexandria

[Cairo] — [29/01/2024] — On the occasion of the United Nations International Day of Women
and Girls in Science and Technology, the Arab Women in Science Platform will officially be
launched on February 10-11, 2024, in Alexandria, Egypt. The enchanting event hosted by
the UNESCO Regional Office in Cairo and the Arab Academy of Science, Technology and
Maritime Transport (AASTMT) at AASTMT main campus in Abu Qir will bring together over
150 high level participants from diverse generations and fields, including natural sciences,
human and social sciences, to discuss challenges faced by women scientists in the Arab
region and explore strategies to advance women's participation in science, technology, and
innovation with a focus on Artificial Intelligence, field of the future.

A compelling initiative driven by the voice of Arab women scientists themselves,
shaping a brighter future in the world of science

The figures remain dramatic. According to the UNESCO Science Report, women still account
for only 28% of engineering graduates and 40% of computer science graduates worldwide.
Women accounted for one in three researchers (33%) in 2018, just 5 years ago, and
represent only 22% of professionals working in Al, the field of the future. Focusing on the
Arab States, only 24% of senior management positions in science and engineering are held
by women, and even though 47,3% of Egyptian universities STEM graduates are women,
they only represent 38% of the STEM workforce (CAPMAS, 2018).

The Arab Women in Science Platform, launched as a response to Egyptian women
scientists’ request during the “Paving the way for Women Leadership in Science” dialogue in
February 2023, aims to empower women in natural and social sciences across generations
in the Arab region. It offers both online and offline spaces for women scientists to connect,
share experiences, and access career-enhancing programs, including mentorship and
training. Additionally, the platform raises awareness of gender stereotypes in science and
advocates for gender-transformative policies and open science, with Arab women scientists
actively involved in shaping the initiative.

10 & 11 February: Igniting a collective spark for gender equality in Science

The launch event will feature insightful conversations, two panel discussions, and a working
session to structure the new community of Arab Women in Science, identify innovative
pathways to ensure inclusivity and foster systemic transformations in the scientific realm, and
promote gender equality and support women scientists across the Arab region. Attendees
will additionally have the opportunity to visit an exhibition presenting the portraits and
achievements of ten successful women scientists from the Arab region, who are still largely
underrepresented, promoting the necessity of female role models.
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Press enquiries: Raphaélle Jouannic, r.jouannic@unesco.org
For more information, please visit the Facebook event: https://fb.me/e/6yiIESTDaU
and the website: https://aast.edu/en/index.php
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